Pediatric Clinical Observation Assignment
Purpose
The purpose of this assignment is to help nursing students recognize the unique aspects of pediatric nursing care. Pediatric patients require care that is developmentally appropriate, family-centered, and focused on safety. Through observation and reflection, students will analyze how nurses adapt their care to meet the needs of pediatric patients and their families.

Instructions
During your pediatric clinical experience, select one pediatric patient interaction or situation that you observed. Answer the following questions in complete sentences. Responses should be detailed enough to clearly explain your observations and clinical thinking.

Questions
1. Developmental Stage
Describe the age and developmental stage of the child you observed (infant, toddler, preschool, school-age, or adolescent). Briefly explain typical developmental characteristics of this age group and describe how the nurse adapted communication or care to match the child’s developmental level.

2. Communication and Emotional Support
Explain how the healthcare team communicated with both the child and the parent or caregiver. Describe any techniques you observed that helped reduce fear, anxiety, or stress for the child during care.

3. Family-Centered Care
Describe how the parent or caregiver was involved in the child’s care. Explain why family involvement is important in pediatric nursing and how nurses can support parents during a child’s hospitalization.

4. Nursing Care Observed
Describe one nursing intervention, treatment, or medication that you observed during your pediatric clinical experience. Explain why this care was necessary for the patient and identify special considerations nurses must keep in mind when caring for pediatric patients (for example: weight-based medication dosing, safety precautions, equipment size, or developmental considerations).

5. Reflection
Reflect on your pediatric clinical experience. Describe one thing that surprised or interested you, explain how pediatric nursing differs from adult nursing care, and discuss skills or qualities nurses need to successfully care for pediatric patients. Include whether you might consider working in pediatrics in the future and why.

Assignment Requirements
· Answer each question in complete sentences
· Responses should demonstrate critical thinking and reflection
· Length: Approximately 1–2 pages total
· Confidentiality: Do not include patient identifiers

